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I am very delighted to be able to attend the opening ceremony of the First Beijing Forum today. Six months ago 
when I visited Peking University, I had already learned that this forum was to be held here. I was eager to attend this 
forum which was to assemble more than 400 distinguished scholars. Therefore I tried to get more information about 
this Beijing Forum by visiting the website of Peking University, from which I learned that there would be more than 
14 panels on various subjects of humanities and social sciences. I felt it must be a very exciting and interesting 
forum. Though I have not prepared any academic paper to be presented here, I do have some thoughts which I 
would like to share with you. 
Ever since its foundation more than a century ago, Peking University has been leading the academic activities in 
China and has played a key role in the progress of China’s modern history. I believe that it will continue to play 
such a role in current and future affairs in China. 
Due to the rapid development of communication and transportation, the process of globalization has been 
accelerated and has already become a focus of our discussions. It is both timely and significant for Peking 
University to host this international forum for the benefit of academic exchanges in studying these major issues, 
which would be especially positive in promoting social progress in Asian-Pacific region. 
I studied for a brief period at Peking University and was profoundly influenced by the spirit of this famous 
University. The students and the faculties of Peking University form a real academic group, that are fervantly and 
incessantly in pursuit of knowledge. I have been deeply impressed by the rich scholarly atmosphere on this campus. 
I love to read literature, especially the Tang poetry or Song verse in Chinese literature; I also love to study history. 
China boasts a long history, the traditional Chinese systems of education and philosophy were established several 
thousand years ago. Chinese civilization at that time must be one of the earliest in the world. I visited Yuelu 
Academy in Hunan Province earlier this year, which was founded in AD 976, older than any other existent 
university in Europe or elsewhere. Therefore, it is entirely fitting for scholars from all over the world to gather here 
to discuss the major issues of the day and to exchange their most up-to-date research achievements at this Beijing 
Forum. Undoubtedly it will benefit the academic development in this region, and will even make contributions to 
the development of humankind. Let us assemble here to discuss important issues in the fields of politics, economics 
and social sciences. Let us promote the progress of our society through the power of knowledge! 
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